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Bits & Pieces E-Newsletter 
 
 

 

Give Me a Break!Give Me a Break!Give Me a Break!Give Me a Break!    
Pastors and Wives Pastors and Wives Pastors and Wives Pastors and Wives 
RetreatRetreatRetreatRetreat    
September 10–13 
Cannon Beach, ORCannon Beach, ORCannon Beach, ORCannon Beach, OR 

Register Now!  

Update: 132 signed up so far.  
Rooms remaining: 

Pacific View     FULL 

Beach Front     4 

Tides                 15 

East Haven       12 

No. Haven Front      1 

No. Haven Back      5 

Anchorage     4 

 
You must pre-register!  
To get a shirt, sign up by August 28. 

Churches doing net work… Mk. 1:17 

PUT YOURSELF IN 
THIS PICTURE 



 
 

 
Mail in registration form with a $100 non-refundable deposit, payable to: 
“BNN”c/o Tabernacle Baptist Church, PO Box 55071, Shoreline, WA 98155 

OR register online at www.baptistnetworknw.org 

A registration form is included at the bottom of this letter. 

 
Tumwater First celebrates 100 years 
 

This weekend marked the 100
th
 year for First Baptist of Tumwater, Washington. The church 

officially organized on July 21, 1907. 
Pastor Paul Pierce of Sleater-Kinney 
Road Baptist of Lacey, who grew up in 
the church and served as youth pastor, 
spoke Friday night, July 20, at a 
celebration banquet.  On Sunday the 
22

nd
, a special service was held with 

former pastors, Arthur Houk, Harold 
Hayes and Dewayne Lebow speaking. 
Each man was accompanied by his 
wife. Pastor Carl Wheeler added his 
encouragement via a short video. 
Present were members of the family of 
the first pastor, W.H. Turner. The descendants of charter members H.B. and Sarah Lozier were 
present and are still active in the church. The choir sang “When Redeemed I stand”, and “Find us 
Faithful”. Ninety-two year old Thelma Kopp was baptized.  Everything supported the theme 
“Rooted and Growing” from Psalm 1:3. Darrell Beddoe, BNN representative, extended greetings 
on behalf of the fellowship. 

 

Special congratulations go to pastor Curt Bidwell and his wife, Kristi, for organizing and leading 
the program.  They are giving the church excellent leadership as it moves into its second century. 

 

Read a short history on the church’s website at http://www.fbctumwater.org/history.shtml 

 

 
Missionary notes 
 

Follow Up on Building Team from 
Silverdale  
Tim Neufeld, ABWE, Togo  

 
July 14, 2007 

 

L-R: Paul and Carolyn Pierce, Dewayne and Evelyn Lebow, 
Harold and Marjorie Hayes, Arthur and Shirley Houk, and Curt 
and Kristi Bidwell 



"I can't believe how it goes from comfortable to incredibly hot when the sun breaks through the 
clouds!"  "This would be a lot easier if we could find a Bobcat."  "Where can I go to the 
bathroom?"  These are a few of the comments we heard on site in Kpalime as the Silverdale 
Baptist team pitched in to put up a building for the Kpogandji Baptist Church.  Building in Togo is 
very different from construction in America.  There are no Bobcats to move dirt, no port-a-potties 
to meet the needs of workers, and yes, the sun is very hot in the tropics.  We slathered on 
sunscreen and burned anyway.  We were thankful for the cloud cover, even when it brought 
tropical downpours.  The rain turned our dirt into gumbo, and since the motorized packer wouldn't 
work (the clutch came apart, and there isn't a replacement to be found in Togo), we had to pack 
the fill-dirt by hand.  It took four days (7:00 a.m. to 5:00 or 5:30 p.m.) to wheelbarrow and pack 
down the 30-plus truckloads of dirt on which we would pour the concrete floor.  

  

The following Monday God gave us clouds but no rain, and we poured the floor.  Work started at 
6:00 a.m. and we finished at around 5:00 in the afternoon.  Tuesday and Wednesday were given 
to putting up walls, which is when we discovered that blocks were irregularly sized, and many 
were misshapen.  The team worked around all of that, and as I write, I believe the walls are up, 
and they will be ready to put on the roof next week.  While we didn't get as far as we had hoped, 
everyone worked incredibly hard, we enjoyed good fellowship with people from the church, and 
we did something that counts for eternity.  A sincere thank you to all who prayed for and 
participated in this project. 

 

Catching up with Rich and Cindy Brown in Spain 
, 

We send you our sincere greetings from Alcala de Henares. In 

May-June we enjoyed a visit from our oldest daughter, Rachel. 

It was fun to talk with her face-to-face, to catch up on her 
perspective of this last year at Corban College. Amanda 
(almost17) and Elizabeth (14) especially enjoyed “hanging out” 
with their sister. Rachel is now participating in the QUEST 
program at ABWE Headquarters in Pennsylvania. Later this 
month we will also get to see our son, Andrew. Andrew and 
three friends from Corban College are coming to Spain on a 
two-week missions trip. We can hardly wait to see him again! 
We thank you for faithfully praying for our children. Please 
continue to lift them up to the Lord, asking our Heavenly 
Father to work in their hearts for His glory and honor.  
 

 

 

David and Christine Sommers of Richland FBC 
Appointed to Bangladesh 

 
On Friday, July 13, 2007 Dave and Christine Sommers were appointed 
as missionaries with ABWE to Bangladesh.  After short term ministries 
in Bangladesh in ’93, The Philippines in 2003, and Bangladesh in 
2006, they were directed of God to return full time.  David is a school 
teacher with experience in science and technology.  Christine is a 
nurse who is adept at teaching nursing. Both are graduates of 
Cedarville University. We look forward to sending them soon from our 
region. 

 

Dr. Dave Drullinger also appointed at ABWE 



Former professor at Western Baptist College (Corban) and area 
pastor Dr. David Drullinger was appointed to serve with ABWE in 
Cape Town So. Africa. After teaching Bible at Cedarville University 
for the last 18 years, David is not ready to retire at age 65. Instead, 
he will move to Cape Town to partner in ministry with Tom Wolfe 
and teach in the Church Ministries Institute. No doubt short term 
mission trips to Colombia, Brazil, The Philippines, West Africa, 
China, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, West Africa and, of course, South 
Africa, influenced his decision. 

 

Around the Fellowship 
Lebow interim at Faith, Salem 
 
On July 1, 2007, Dewayne Lebow was appointed to serve as interim pastor at Faith Baptist of 
Salem, Oregon.  Dewayne and his wife Evelyn served at Faith while studying at Western Baptist 
College.  After pastorates in Tumwater, WA and Visalia, CA, they have returned to Salem, 
intending to serve in interim ministries.  They spent 18 months in Colville, WA guiding the church 
between pastorates and again returned to Salem. Since January both had to have surgery but 
are now healed and prepared to assist their “home church”. Pastor Doug Gorsuch resigned and is 
currently taking a leave from ministry. 
 

Darrell Beddoe’s interim office 
 
It’s been great to live and work from Bremerton, WA this past year. 
Ruthanne and I moved into our cozy condo on July 6, 2006. Each day 
we look out at Sinclair Inlet to check the changing scenes and to see if 
Mount Rainier will peak over the hills behind Port Orchard. Sometimes, 
as we did on July 2, we take the ferry to Seattle for business and/or 
pleasure.  With cell phone in hand we are able to enjoy the beauty and 
stay in touch. In the picture, I was caught by Ruthanne’s camera 
speaking to Dewayne Lebow about his new assignment.  When I say, 
“call any time”, remember, you may hear seagulls in the background or a 
ferry horn announcing our arrival or departure.  Like my “interim office”? 

 

Pastor Mel Frank retires at Puyallup Community BC 
 

Puyallup Community Baptist will be having a dinner celebrating Pastor Melvin 
and Elaine Frank’s ministry. It will be held on Friday, July 27 at 6:00 P.M. If 
you are interested in attending,  please call the church at 253.848.9373.  
Pastor Frank’s last Sunday will be July 29.  He will speak at the 10:30 A.M. 
service.  
 
Mel has exercised significant leadership in our fellowship for many years, 
serving on the council and as chairman several times. He and Elaine had 
pastorates in Kenmore, Wenatchee, and Redmond in Washington as well as 
Moscow and Meridian, Idaho.  We expect the Franks to continue to be a 
blessing to our fellowship in retirement. 

 
 

Continue to pray for: 



Julie Piper, who is heading for Houston, TX for a second opinion after discouraging news in 

Boise. 
 

Chuck Frerichs  

“Just a quick note to ask prayer for tomorrow (7/17) as I will be going to the hospital to receive 
three units of blood.  My hemoglobin was down to 8.7 on Thursday and is low for me.  Pray too, 
as I have started taking some pills yesterday that hopefully will help my bone marrow.  It will take 
a little time to see if they really help.  We are still going to the gym for exercise and it helps with 
my strength.  Pray too for our Hispanic contacts.”  
 

Laura Morris who is continuing cancer treatment with accompanying challenges.  Laura 

deals with constant pain and fights fatigue, but is able to get some exercise in their swimming 
pool. She and Wayne are signed up for the Pastors and Wives Retreat. 
 

Dave Anderson is receiving hospice care at home. This is a particularly difficult time for 

Dave and Diane as she bears the major burden of his care. Pray also for the church as they 
make critical decisions about their future. 
 

Karen Scholes is continuing treatment for cancer and going through the cycles of weakness 

and relative strength that often result. 

 

With the Lord 
 

Nile Fisher, founding pastor of First Baptist, Richland 
Pastor Nile Fisher of Richland, WA went home to be with his Lord unexpectedly on July 10, 2007.  
He was born on July 10, 1918 in McMinnville, OR exactly 89 years before his death. He became 
the founding pastor of First Baptist of Richland, leaving First Baptist of Kennewick to assume his 
duties there. In his ten years as pastor, the first building was completed. He left WA to pastor 
Emmanuel Baptist of Dayton, Ohio where he stayed for 35 years.  At least seven churches were 
started out of Emmanuel in those years.  He retired from the ministry at 72 years of age and 
returned to the Tri-cities where he and his wife, Edna, have been members of Grace Baptist of 
Kennewick for the last 15 years.  Pastor Dave Piper conducted the memorial service at Grace on 
July 14. Having attended Emmanuel while a student at Cedarville, Pastor Piper says, “He was an 
eloquent preacher, never stumbling while speaking without notes.”  His son, David Fisher, also a 
pasttor, called him a “preaching machine”. He is another of that group of pioneer pastors of the 
Northwest who came out of Multnomah School of the Bible who loved the Lord, taught theology 
and lived exemplary lives among their people. Praise God for faithful men like Nile Fisher. He is 
survived by his wife Edna and their three sons. 

Evelyn Glessner 
 
Evelyn Glessner, mother of Professor Russ Glessner of Northwest Baptist Seminary, passed 
away Sunday, July 8. The service for Mrs. Glessner was held on Thursday, July 12. All of the 
children and most of the grandchildren were able to attend, including Tim who is serving with 
EBM in Mexico.  Russ’s dad, Galen, and his mother, Evelyn, served Grace Baptist of Wilson 
Creek, WA from its inception in 1956 until 1964, when they resigned to go to Niamey, Niger to 
teach missionary children.  
  
 

Dr. Harold Commons, President Emeritus of ABWE 



Dr. Harold Commons peacefully entered the presence of His Lord Jesus on 
Saturday morning, July 21, 2007 at 101 years of age. His son, Dr. William 
T. Commons, was with his father when he passed away in his summer 
home by Lake George near Ticonderoga, New York. 
 
Dr. Harold Commons served a president of ABWE from 1935 until 
retirement in 1971, guiding ABWE through many difficult years, including 
the Great Depression and World War Two. When Dr. Commons assumed 
the office of president, ABWE was ministering in only one country 
(Philippines) with fewer than 40 missionaries. In 1971 ABWE was 
ministering in 11 countries with over 300 missionaries. 
 
We celebrate the worldwide impact his life has had because of his passion and prayer to share 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Pray for our churches without pastors 
Roswell BC, Roswell, ID 
Columbia Ridge BC, Vancouver, WA 
FBC of University Place, WA 
Bible Baptist, Seattle, WA (Burien) 
Puyallup Community Baptist, Puyallup, WA 

 

NBHM Revolving Fund Needs Investors 
Current interest rates are a very good investment! 
Demand notes now yield 3.5% per annum, 3-year notes yield 5%, and 5-year notes yield 6.5%. 
All are compounded semi-annually or paid semi-annually. Our need is a sign of growth in many of 
our churches. Let’s get behind them with our financial resources. Pass the word along. 

If you want to invest for eternity through our churches, contact David Thompson at: 
PO Box 477, Burbank, WA 99323; (509) 544-6607.  All financial 
matters for BNN/NBHM are handled through him. 

The Beddoes’ contact info.  
Phone: (208) 371-0237; Fax 208-361-1471  
Business mailing address: PO box 5884, Bremerton, WA 98312. 
Home mailing address: 1710 W. Sunn Fjord Ln., K-108, 
Bremerton, WA. 98312-5314.  
E-mail address: darrell@baptistnetworknw.org.  
My office is located at Living Hope BC in Port Orchard, WA. 

 

Sharing in "Bits and Pieces” 
"Bits and Pieces" exists to share items of interest of, by and for the Baptist Network Northwest. 
Send items to Darrell Beddoe: darrell@baptistnetworknw.org. Call any time for assistance: 208-
371-0237. FAX: 208-361-1471.  

Check out our website: www.baptistnetworknw.org 
 



 
Retreat Registration Form 

 
Baptist Network Northwest Pastors and Wives Retreat 
September 10-13 
2007 Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center 
Name(s) 
_______________________________________________________
_________________________________ 
Address 
_______________________________________________________
__________________________________ 
State/Zip____________________________  
Phone (_____)_______________________  
email____________________ 
Please choose from the following rooms: Give your first, second and 
third choice (refer to brochure for cost) (also online) 
All rooms require a $100 nonrefundable deposit 
Pacific View (regular room) ______________  
North Haven Front ________________ 
Beach Front ______________ Anchorage ________________ 
Tides ______________ Pacific View (bunk room)________________ 
East Haven ______________ North Haven (back) _______________  
Special Needs: ____________________________________ 
Shirt Order – Men  
Small ____Med. ___ Large ___ X Large ___2XL___  
Shirt Order – Ladies  
XS ___ Small ___ Med. ___ Large ___ X Large______ 2XL____ 
(3XL – 6XL also available – indicate size and add $3 extra) ______ 
Men _____ Ladies_____ 
Enclose a nonrefundable deposit of $100.00 per room payable to 
“BNN” and mail to: 
Tom Ruhlman, P.O. Box 55071, Shoreline, WA 98155 
 
 


